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the 1960s. The F-4 came in many flavors — from fleet interceptor to fighter bomber to 
son airplane to MiG killer to Wild Weasel. F-4s ruled the skies over Vietnam and the 
Middle East. During Gulf War I, Wild Weasel F-4Gs brought fear to the hearts of Iraqi air 
defense crews. And on top of that, it was a premier “showman,” serving with both the Navy's 
Blue Angels and Air Force Thunderbirds aerobatic teams. 

The F-4 was designed and developed in the years following the Korean War for the US. 
Navy. Navy pilots had taken a beating from the MiGs over Korea. The admirals were adamant 
that it would not happen again in any future war. The Navy wanted a true "double sonic" inter- 
ceptor to protect the fleet. The answer came from the McDonnell Aircraft Co. with the F4H-1 
Phantom, later designated FAA. 

Rolled out in May 1958, the FJH-1 looked very strange with its upturned wingtips and down- 
turned stabilators. It had two big J79 engines that put out over 16,000 pounds of thrust cach. 
Despite an ungainly appearance, the F-4 was fast, very fast indeed — like 1,606.3 mph during 
the Skyburner tests of 1961. It was a big fighter, weighing over 58,000 pounds in combat trim. 
‘And it was one of the new breed of fighters that were armed strictly with misiles. 

But in the skies over Vietnam, pilots discovered a flaw in the thinking that deleted any gun 
armament in the design — the missiles weren't perfect. And when Air Force and Navy pilots 
missed with their missiles, the North Vietnamese MiGs were waiting to bore in for the kill. Only 
the high speed of the F-4 kept the air-to-air conflict from becoming a feast for the MiG pilots. 
What was needed was a gun. 

Air Force crews tried а gun "pod" on some combat F-4s, but it was erratic. In 1966, the 
McDonnell engineers came up with the solution — an internally mounted General Electric 
۸۸۸۱۸۰۱ 20mm Gatling cannon, Rolled out in 1967, the “gunfighter” version of the Phantom was 
designated F-4B, Production F-4Es began to be delivered in October 1967, and combat tests of 
the new aircraft were conducted by the veteran crews of the 388th TFW at Korat Royal Thai Air 
Base, Thailand, in 1968. Before long, F-4Es were operating from every Air Force base in 
America, including Alaska, and with units in NATO and the Far East. 

‘The first foreign nation to purchase the F-4E was Israel, which began taking delivery of its 
first F-4Es in September 1969. In 1972, Japan began operations with the F-4EJ, a license-built 
variant manufactured by Mitsubishi. The F-4F was another variant that was built for the West 
German Bundesluftwaffe, and was the first to have the leading edge slats that greatly increased 
combat maneuverability. Subsequently, most F-4Es were retrofitted with the leading edge slats. 

In the mid-1970s, the U.S. Air Force needed to replace its aging fleet of F-105G Wild Weasel 
aircraft. The answer was to modify existing F-4E airframes for the Wild Weasel mission, The 
internal gun was again deleted and replaced with a sophisticated electronics suite to monitor the 
various Soviet radar frequencies, and attack them with the latest ordnance. 

In the end, McDonnell-Douglas would produce no less than 5,057 F-4 Phantoms in some fif- 
teen variants, and would operate with at least thirteen major air forces. The F-4E left service with 
the U.S. forces in 1991 when the Missouri Air Guard traded their veteran F-4Es for F-15 Eagles. 
However, the F-4E remains in front line service with many nations throughout the world even 
today, and will remain so for many years to come 


Т: MeDonnell-Douglas F-4 Phantom IT was easily the most famous and prolific aircraft of 
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About the Walk Around/On Deck series 


The Walk Around/On Deck series is about the details of specific military equipment using 
color and black-and-white archival photographs and photographs of preserved and restored 
equipment. “Walk Around” tiles are devoted to aircraft and military vehicles, while "On Deck" 
titles are devoted to warships. They are picture books of eighty pages, focusing on operational 
equipment, not one-off or experimental subjects. 


Front Cover: "Betty Lou,” an F-4E flown by Col. Allen К. McDonald, commander of the 388th TFW 
at Korat Royal Thai Airbase in 1969. 


Title Page: A 34th TFS F-4E Phantom heads north after topping ой its fuel tank from a "Young 
Tiger" KC-135 tanker. The aircraft is “Spunky VI; the personal aircraft of Col. J.M. Breedlove, CO 
of the 388th TFW at Korat, as denoted by the three color "command bands” painted around the 
fuselage and drop tanks. (USAF) 


Back Cover: “۷۵891۸ (You Gotta Ве Shittin Me”), an F-4G with the 58151 TFS at Nellis AFB in 
1996, with eight SAM-site kills during Desert Storm. 


Theo fourth FAH-t on the ramp at Andrews AFB during an open house in spring 1959. The FaH-1 
was rolled out in May 1958, with its mission being that о! а fleet detense interceptor. Before the end 
of the Phanlom's career, it would be used in every conceivable mission and be flown by the USAF, 
USMC, and USN. (Paul Stevens) 


An F-110A Phantom Il on the tarmac at Langley AFB, home ofthe Air Force Tactical Air Command. 
In January 1962, two Navy F-4Bs were delivered to Langley with Air Force markings for tests that 
would result in the Ай Force purchase ol the type as a tactical fighter, The designation was changed 
from F-110A to F-4C during production, (USAF) 


"El Toro Bravo,” an F4E flown by Lt. Col. Ericksen and Lt. Williams from Korat RTAB in April 1970. 


The ВЕ-4С prototype, serial number 62-12200, was used to test the feasibilty of mounting the An F-4E modifed for use as a spin test aircraft. The large protuberance from the aft fuselage carried 
General Electric M61A-1 20mm Gating cannon internally in an F-4 airframe, Combat plots in the а special drag chute which would induce the агсгаћ into а fat spin. The tail is painted Orange, while 
skies over North Vietnam had loudly complained about a lack of a gun when ай their missiles had the outer wing panels are Orange and White for photo purposes. (USAF) 

been fred, McDonnell Douglas answered their complaints with the F-4E. (Tom Brower) 


"Arizona Chicken’ (88-371) and "Here Come The Judge" (67-208), a pair ol 34th TFS F-4Es, orm up just ой the wingtip of the KC-135 tanker prior to tuming toward North Vietnam in 1968. Bath of these 
aircraft сапу а full load of 500-pound Мк. 82 low drag general purpose (LDGP) bombs, some having 36-inch fuse extenders. (USAF) 
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Cutaway drawing of the F-4E Phantom Il showing the new APO-120 radar unit and the M61A-1 An F-4E-34 (67-265) taxis out at Egin AFB for a test fight in 1968. Eglin was the home of the Air 
Gatling cannon and ammo drum. (McDonnel- Douglas) Force Armament Development Test Center, where every new weapon and system was tested prior 
to delivery lo combat units. The badge on the nose is that of ADTC at Eglin, (Tom Brewer) 


“Tho first F-4Es arrive at Korat ATAB. Thailand, in November 1968. The F-4Es were originally assigned to the 40th TFS at Egin AFB, Florida, before taking their new “gunfighter” Phantoms to the war 
in Southeast Asia. The now F-4Es were assigned to the 388th TFW at Korat, and the squadron was redesignated as the 460th TFS. The shark's teeth were added at Hickam AFB, Hawai, and remained 
à unit marking of the 388th crews иий the ond of the war. (USAF) 
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tioning inlet scoop of an F-4E. The ammunition belt is “cranked” into the 
y door 


General Electric M61A-1 Gatling Cannon ш 


The MOT consists ol a housing which encloses and supports a rotating assembly Each ofthe The M1A-1 Gating canon wih тте ower fuselage gun ang removed, An eec molor spun 
six barrels fires ona round per revolution, which enables a high rate of fire with ite danger of the rotating barrels at two differant spoeds, which resulted in the cannon being able to fre 20mm 
‘overheating, It is air cooled, externally driven, and normally fuselage or pod mounted. cannon shells at а rale о! either 3,000 or 6/000 rounds per minute. (Mick Roth) 
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۸340 TFS ۶ 
and the F-4Es were delivered in what کا‎ commonly referred 
made of corrugated steel which was filed with dit. (USAF) 


TFS FE. 68-493, taxis to the active runway at Tyndall AFB, Florida, during the Wiliam Tell 
rindge start system always Meet, in 1976. As older F-4Es were rotated back from the combat zone, they were assigned to other 

тте! were instructed to wear respirators dunng xomplete IRAN inspection, This F-4E was a 34th TFS combat vet- 
Coe on 5 October 1972. (Ken Buchanan) 
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and rear canopies. A single actuating rod pushed and heb open, (Mick Roth) 


Forward 
Cockpit 
(Typical) 


20 


3d and altitude indicators. The large dials under the radar scope are the attitude 
director indicator and the horizontal situation indicator. Just in front of the control stick is the 
weapons select panel. (author) 


The control stick. (author) 


(Above photos) Two views of the underside of the canopy, which is Black, showing two different types ol rear view mirrors. The hooks extending from the bottom of the canopy are locks. The object 
fastened to the front let side of the canopy frame is а knife to allow the pilot to cut through the Plexiglas canopy in case of an emergency, a very dificult thing with the sharpest knila. (author) 


Underside of the let engine intake showing the bleed air vents and open bottom on the intake 
splitter allowing excess air to escape. (author) Upper side ofthe engine intake also has a number of bleed air vents with screen. (author) 


RRRRIbIL" an F-4E-48, 71-297, assigned to the 555th TES at Uc The aicrat has all the latest тро ats. The object protruding rom the leading edge 
is tha Target Identification System Electro-Optical or TISEO, a powerful telescopic TV сатен ng targets unter-air mission with four 9 


y missiles, four AIM-7 Sparrow missiles, and ALQ-101 ECM pods. 


The board canopy sil and 
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Green. (author) 
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Tho ай bulkhead of the right landing gear bay. Note that the dive brake hinge extends into the rear The aft bulkhead of the left landing gear bay is a mirror Image of the right main gear bay, 
of the main whae bay. (author) (Mick Roth) 


(Below) The Inner side wall ot the landing gear bays showing the difference between the lat bay (lett photo) and right bay (right photo), and the maze of wiring and electrical ines. (author) 
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(Near right) The main landing gear 
showing the circumferential tread 
design on the S0-inch-tall 24-ply tire. 
(Bob Urich) 


(Far right) Right main landing gear strut 
(Bob Ulrich) 


(Near right) The inside of the main landing gear 
door and rear of the strut assembly. (author) 


(Far right) The wheel and tre on the lett side ot 
the Е-4Е. The Bendix disc brake assembly is 
clearly shown. Tha tire diameter was 30 inches. 
(author) 
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The West German Bundoslutwalle F-4F was the first of the type to have the leading edge combat 
‘maneuvering slats that were eventually ftted to all USAF F-4Es. West German Phantoms were 
designated F-4F. This F-4F was assigned lo JBG-36, and was delivered in standard West German 
hard-edged splinter camouflage (Norm 72) of RAL-8014 Olive Green and RAL-7012 Basalt Gray, 
with RAL 9006 Silver undersides. (Marc Rostaing) 


The Royal Australian Air Force had ordered twenty-four General Dynamics F-111C fighters in the 


late 1960s, but when deliveries wore delayed, they accepted twenty-four F-4E Phantoms in their 
stead. Under Project Peace Reel, the frst aircraft were delivered in September 1970. In June 1973, 
the first of the Australian F-11 1Cs were delivered and the F-4Es were returned to the United States 
whore many were converted to F-4G Wild Weasels. (Hugh Muir) 


West German air and ground crews trained in the United States, intially at George AFB, The 
German F-4F Phantoms retained their distinctive camouflage but wore U.S, insignia and tall codes. 
This F-4F, 72-117, has "GA" tail codes for George AFB where the German crews were trained, and 
even carries a 35th TFW badge on the intake, (Mick Нот) 


Under Operation Peace Pharaoh, thity-ive ex-USAF F-4Es wore delivered lo the Egyptian Air 
Force starting in September 1979, intially delivered in standard Southeast Asia camouflage, the 
Egyplan F-4Es were soon camouflaged in two shades of Compass Ghost Gray, Dark Gray 
(36320), and Light Gray (36375). The scheme was known as Egypt I. (USAF) 


The left side of the ай fuselage showing the exhaust pipes and the natural metal areas that were Тһе tail hook assembly found on all F-4 Phantom aircraft. An RBF айу streamer locks the tail 
‘subject to great heat from the engines. The vert 207.2 inches long at the chord, and 47.1 hook in place wie on the ground. (Bob Ulich) 

Inches at the tip, and was swept back at an angle of 58 degrees. The rudder had a maximum sweep 

0130 degrees to each side. (author) 


The fuel dump pipe located at the base of the rudder. The small bumps on the parabrake door are 
ARN-101 antennas. (author) 
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The wing showing the leading edge maneuvering slats in full deployed position. (author) 
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F-4 Underwing, Centerline Pylons 


Centerline rack and MER 


Sgt. Dale Kinbile, а 386th TFW armorer, screws a 36-nch fuse extender into the nose of a Mk, 82 


F-4 Underwing, Centerline Drop Tanks — 25575 or rtan o a тшше reser da 0 imet cano QU 


External wing fuel tank 
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External centerline fuel tank 


F-15 style centerline drop tank 
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ЗТБ ТЕУ F-4E-43 in a revetment at Udorn in 1972 armed with six Mk. 82 LDGPs with use extenders, The 31st deployed trom Homestead AFB, Florida, o the war zone as part о! Operation Constant 
‘Guard, which bull up forces in SEA to counter ће North Vietnamese Easter Offensive. (John Poole) 


‘A 460th TFS pilot dodges raindrops going to his F-4E-35 in the alert revetment at Korat in July 1969. 
The ordnance load is very significant — live Mk. 82 LDGPs with snake oyo fins on the outer lef 

pylon, three SUU-30B/B CBY dispensers on the let inner pylon. free Mk. 82 LDGPs with fuse Тһе plot and WSO cmb into "Road Runner,“ an F-4E-34 assigned to the 4th TFS at Udorn RTAB, 
extenders on the right inner pylon, and another six SOO-pound Mk. 825 on the right outer pylon. Thailand, in 1972. The airplane is apparently being moved to another base in SEA, as no ordnance 
Although this کا‎ NOT a maximum ordnance load, its pret is carried other than the ALO-101(V)-1 ECM pod on the let inner pylon. (Harley Copic) 


whether laser, TV, or 


In 1972 armed for an alto 
and two ۸0-87 ECM pods 
r heads in the arming pit. (USAF) 


und Paveway LGB on the 


used to guide sever 


An F-4E-35, aptly named “Aggressor.” en route to targets in Laos during May 1970. “Aggressor” was assigned to the 463th TFS at Korat. Shortly after this photo was taken, 13th AF issued a rule 
forbidding nose art and shark's teeth decorations on thair “friendly fighter bomber” aircraft Canopy гай is Leaf Green with White trim, with Leaf Green tail tip and tank nose. (USAF) 


This 4218t TFS F-4E-34 had to make an emergency fuel stop al Nakhon Phanom RTAB in July 
A three-canister ۸۵71 ЕСМ pod mounted on the inner pylon of an F-4E. Мов! ot the time, combat 1972 following a mission over North Vietnam during Linebacker operations. MiGs must have been 
opped ай his external tanks. (John 


‘Another unit that deployed to Southeast Asia during the 1972 Linebacker operations was Ihe veteran A ds toward а target in Laos during 1970, carrying a palr of GBU-10 laser 
4th TFW trom Seymour Johnson AFB, North Carolina. This F-4E-42 is armed with a pair of GBU-10 : o d a Paveway 1 seeker head attached to а 2,000-pound Mk. 84 
2,000-pound LGBs, The F-4 would drop the LGBs near the target, and a target designator aircraft nb casi ft, usually an F-4D, carried the guidance pod and directed the 
usually an F-4D, would then guide the bombs lo the target. (John Poole) 


A iih TFS F-4E-33 taxis to the active runway at DaNang In 1969, with twelve Mk. 82 LOGPs on MERS on the nboard pylons. The 


áth TFS was assigned to the veteran 366th TFW, which had been operational in F-4s from DaNang since 1965. The leading edge ар» are deployed for takeoff. (USAF) 
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Close-up of the Multiple Ejector Rack mounted on the fuselage centerline of an F-4E at Udom in 1972. The ordnance is six Mk. 82 LDGP 500-pound bombs. Note that the centerline pylon, the MER 
itself, and each bomb on the MER has its own stabilizing screws. (Tom Brewer) 


A 421۵1۲۶9 F-4E lakes on fuel tom a Young Tiger KC-135 tanker. The F-4E is armed with a very А 32nd TFS F-4E-38 F-4E taxis to the active runway at Soesterberg AB, Netherlands, armed for an 
unusual but lethal ordnance load — four Mk. 20 Rockeye CBU dispensers and wo SUU-23 20m se mission with four AIM-7 Sparrow radar-guided missiles, and four ۸۸۷۸۵۰ Sidewinder 
ба With the internal M61A-1 gun, a total of three could bring up to 18,000 20mm infrared heat-seoking missiles. The 32nd TFS was the only USAFE squadron assigned to a base 
rounds par minute at maximum rate ot fre. (author's collection) in The Netherlands, and was under the control о! NATO. (Hugh Muir) 
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Air-to-ground missiles 
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А 571 FWW F-4E-49 sits on the parking spot at Nellis AFB with a practice AGM-62 Walleye Тһе 571h FIS began receiving F-4Es in the early 1970s. The aircraft were delivered stil wearing the 

TV-qulded missile, Practice ordnance, whether air-to-air or air-to-ground, was usually painted tactical camoufage о! two Greens and Tan. This 57th FIS F-4E-37 has full squadron markings 

Blue and White, (Hugh Мий) apple, including largo Black and White checkerboard on the intake splitter plate and vertical tal. 
The 57th FIS "Black Knights” insignia was added to the tal. (author's collection) 


A pair of 57th FIS F-4Es in formation with a Boeing E-3 AWACS aircraft over Iceland in 1974, The F-4Es now wear glossy Aircraft Gray (16473) paint overall with standard 30-inch insignia, as called 
for in Air Defense Command regulations. The mission of the 57h FIS was interception ol he Russian TU-95 Bear bombers that made regular fights between Soviet bases and Cuba. (USAF) 
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The first F-4G Wid Weasel aircraft on the ramp at Edwards AFB in Au 
ie Гот 1969 model FEs. The 
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the F-4G had leading 
thrust in afterburner. (N 
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Publicity photo showing the ful capabilities of the F-4G Advanced Wild Weasel aircraft. The F-4G 
could cany (from loft) the AGM-45 Shrike ARM, AGM-78 Standard ARM, ALO-119 ECM pod. 
3АбМ-65 Maverick air-to-ground missile, and the brand new AGM-88 High Speed Ant-Radiaton 
issile, or HARM, The wraparound camouflage is clearly shown. (McAi) 


F-4G Rear Cockpit 


Rear cockpit looking af 
top of the ejection 


Canopy hinge mechanism. The 


full of instruments that extend ай the 
way to the lop of the cockpit, 
restricting all forward visibility. 
(Detail & Scale photo by Bert 
Kinzey) 
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Е-4С Serial Numbers 


Seri 68-0250 iru 69-0255. 
Sera 69.0257 tra 63.0250, 


Sorel 09-0208 tvu 69-0275. 
Serai 090277 
Saral 60-0279 teu 69-0281 
зета 80-0283 teu 800 

& 7500 thu 69 
ser 6 
Soniai 09:7571 thu 69- 


وو 
AF. serial 89:7579 thu‏ 
AF. serial 60‏ 
жш 72‏ 
An early ۴۰۸۵ from the 35th TEW at George AFB, California, en route to the "Ive-fre range" at бетм 60-7231 тии 69-7236,‏ 
Edwards AFB during tests of the AGM-65 Maverick air-to-ground missile in 1978. The addtional‏ 
APR-38 spocial warning antenna blades are seen atop the fuselage spine. (USAF) rete‏ 
One of the main weapons of the F-4G was the Vietnam-era AGM-45 Shrike Ant-Radiation Мазде,‏ 
‘commonly reterred lo as an "ARM." Even though the AGM-88 HARM was more advanced, crews‏ 
during Desert Storm fred twice as many Shrikes as any other type of ARM. As denoted by the large‏ 
Blue band, this is a practice missile, (author)‏ 


Aircraft data legend 


A practice AGM-78 Standard ARM on the special LAU-80 launch гай that was needed to carry the 
large Standard ARM missile. The AGM-78 had been phased out by the time the first Gull War 
began. (Hugh Muir) 
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‘City О! Victorville,” F-4G-43, 69-208, carried these special m 
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Greons and Tan, to а new wraparound scheme known as Europe One, which replaced 
housing and the large 37," which was рап of the serial number 69-237, (Paul Minert) 


Asia camouflage 


aircraft began changing from the South 
he 37th TFW COs F 


Beginning In the early 19808, Air Force 


the Tan with Gunship Gray (36118). Th 


Just prior to Desert Shield/Desert Storm, the Alr Force changed the tactical camoullage to a A 5۵1۰1 TFS F-4G shows off Ihe upper surface camouflage during a ۷۷۳۰۷۵ exercise on the Nellis 
two-tone Gray scheme, This is Ihe 37th TFW COs F-4G on the ramp at George AFB in 1988. АРВ fring range in 1988. The thin stripe atop the fuselage and intakes is the outline of the walkway 
The two colors are Gunship Gray (36118) and Aircraft Gray (36270). The айсгап cames four areas, (USAF) 

۸6۱۸88 HARM missiles. (USAF) 


An 81st TFS F-4G-43 in tront ot one of the covered hard shelters at Spangdahlom AB. West Germany, in 1993. The aircraft carries AIM-9L Sidewinder missiles. The F-4G also carried two AIM-4 Sparrow 
‘missiles for defensive purposes. Because the F-4G had по intemal gun. air-to-air missiles were йз only defense against enemy tightors. (Paul Bigolow) 


> 


Air Force made the ımouflaged F-4G fles formation with 
t the 52nd TFW for the nst rag, (USAF) 


o aircraft in the new camouage ot 
dark Gunship Gi ^ all mart in the contrasting 
shade of Gray 


65 Mavericks and ۸61488 HARMS L to its parking 
thin the 37th TFW were AB, W senteriine tank can be sean. The ol 


As the ۴۰4۵5 were phased out of front ino service, they went to Air National Guard units. In 1991, the 192nd Squadr ed lo transition from RF- 
into the new FG Wid Weasel. The plan w led and the F-4Gs went ۱۵ the 190th TES, Мало ANG, but not be in ful "High Rollers" mark 


USAF Camouflage Patterns and Colors 


Ghost Gray Wraparound 


nn. 


Southeast Asia Camouflage 


Europe One Camouflage 


Pee 
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ndesluftwaffe Camouflage Schemes 


West German F-AFs wore delivered in early 1975 in a hard-edged spinter camouflage of Green 
and Gray called Norm 72, But in the early 1980s, the Bundesluftwafte adopted a new more subtle 
camouflage called Norm 81А, in overall RAL 7001 Gray, with a splotch pattem in RAL 9005 Dark 
Green, RAL 7012 Gray, and RAL 6014 Dark Gray. The rudder and stabiators are painted Red for 
Air Combat Maneuvering fights. (Mick Roth) 


Some F-4Fs were delivered in USAF camouflage of Gunship Gray (36118) and Aircraft Gray 
(96270), which were then changed to one at the standard German schemes. (Mick Roth) 


Norm 90J Air Defense Camouflage 
À À 


“їй 


LY 


Norm 72 Pattern (not a wraparound) 


в1 


In Juno 1992, just prior o the redeployment of the 81st TFS F-4Gs to Noli AFB, Nevada, and their 
assignment to the 571h FWW, this F-4G, 69-241, was adorned with a tal logo to indicate й was 
assigned to the commander of the 81st TFS, (Paul Bigelow) 


Ап Bist TFS F-4G-43, 69-212, on the ramp at Soesterberg AB, Netherlands, showing the complete 
wraparound markings. Under the nose is a painted area to resemble the antiglare and canopy area. 
An enemy fighter рію! seeing this would not know i the Phantom was in a normal atttude or upside. 
down, (Dirk Lowers) 


F-4G ‘Wild Weasels’ Ordnances 
HARM AGM-88 


Standard ARM AGM-78 


ALQ-119(V)-10 


« c m 


LAU-34A Shrike launcher 


following the squadron's return trom combat in Desert Storm. The 561 
! George AFB, California. The aircraft, F-4G-44, 69-7 


An F-4G with the 56181 TFS under ce at N ptember 19 
that the wingtips can b The ۸۷۸۰ 1ай codes were replaced with _ drawn 
WW" to ind squadr 


4 to the 57h 


averick 


FB instead о! 


under the wings 


The 


1G mission flown by. 


Juttwatto. This F-4F has the complete figure of a white h 


A S61st TFS F-4G blasts of th 
Kuwait called for less tuel, thus the F-4Gs. 
(USAF) 


unway at Shaikh Isa AB lor a mission over Kuwait. Missions over 
этед twice the ordnance load — four AGM-88 HARM 


ух ol four F-4Gs outbound rom Shaik la AB, bound tor Кимай. Each arca caes‏ گا 
Hour ۸۵۸۸86 HARM атада mals. Two сай ar rom tw 611 TFS, coded" WW" whe the‏ 
ther two ме fom the Bist TFS, coded SP” (USAF)‏ 


зы 


Hooked up and taking fuel from a KC-10 tanker. this 35th TFW (Prov) F-4G is bound for a SAM 
suppression mission near Baghdad as signified by the ordnance load — two HARM m 
and three drop tanks. (USAF) 


Ап FAE with the 57th FIS at Keflavik, Iceland, 1970. 


Bataan,” an F-4E from the 90th TFS at Clark AB, Philippines, in 1973. Col. Melnerney was the pilot, 
with Capt. Ron Thurlaw as WSO, 


"RRRRibit," а 555th TFS F-4E at Ubon in March 1974. 


owing а Red Flag mission ovor 
Medium Blue. (Dennis Meehan) 


в of tha Bist TFS return to Spangdahle 
ombat zone, Note that 
‘one for the pilot and V 


oth 


This combat veteran F-4G signified with ite 


Phantom "Spooks," and th 


delellon ofthe unit ba 


е F-4E flown by Col. John Nelson, СО of the 388th TFW at Korat in 1969. 
His WSO was Lt. Sovitsky. 


An F-4E assigned to the Commander of the 4th TFW at Seymour Johnson AFB in 1985, 
camouflaged їп the Europe Ono scheme. 


SA» 


F-4E, flown by Capt. Tom Gibbs, Thunderbirds Slot, has the blackened tail from flying in 
the exhaust of Thunderbirds Lead. 


72 


F-4G 69-291 with the 81st TFS has 26 “spooks” on the splitter plate representing twenty-six 
radar site kills in Desert Storm. 


Col. Fryjack, commander of the 52nd TFW at Spangdahlem AB, Germany, flew this F-4G 
when the 8181 TFS redeployed back to Nellis AFB in 1996. 


The only F-4G that was painted in the markings of the 192nd Fighter Squadron, Nevada ANG — 
“High Rollers.” Reno, Nevada, 1991. 


Fig h'Rollers 
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ias under the control of the 35th TFW (Provisional). The aircraft is carrying a 


s, while hose going. 


Training of the West German F-4F pilots was assigned to the 20th TFS, which moved Кот George AFB, Caltoria, to Holloman AFB, New Mexico. The aircraft assigned to the 20th TFS were true F-4Fs, 
wearing the Norm 90J camouflage but having USAF identification and insignia, which were overpainted across the West German tems, (Mick Roth) 


An ex-Egyptlan Air Force F-4E-34 on the Spangdahlem AB ramp after being returned to U.S. 
control in 2002. The Yellow tall band and stabilators were painted so that Egyptian pilots could А very unusual aircraft was the F-4E(S), which was built for the Israeli Alr Force, It was basically an 
‘easily identify their F-4Es when encountering Israeli F-4Es. Note that all Egyptian markings are — RF-4E with a special НАС LOROP camera for very high resolution photos. Only three were buit, 
‘overpainted Gray, and have Black stencil U.S. national insignia in two places. (С.А. Kromhout) ай for Israel. The Israeli camouflage scheme is seen. (Mick Roth) 
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Ап Israeli Kurnass 2000 assigned to 201 Squadron. 


An F-4F assigned to the 20th TFTS at Holloman AFB, New Mexico, in 1993. 


‘An F-4F in Norm 72 and with an anniversary paint scheme for JBG-35, West German Bundesluftwafte, in 1979. 


An ex-Egyplian Air Force F-4E after reassignment to the 52nd TFW at Spangdahlem AB, West Germany. 


Ап F-4EJ of 302 Hikotai, JASDF, wears an experimental camouflage scheme. 


An FAE of the 110th TFS, Missouri ANG, with the special markings applied for the last F-4E flight 
at St. Louis in September 1991. 


ir Force Thunderbirds flew the F-4E beginning in 1969, Unlike 

bird F-4Es wore not combat capable, having all offensive 
and defensive weaponry removed and replaced with ballast. So great were the modifications 
that when the F-4Es were replaced with Thunderbird T-38s, the F-4Es were relegated to that 
of trainer aircraft. (author) 


е al White Thunde 
(USAF) 


bird F-4Es carried а stylized Thunderbird emblem in Blue 


Three Thunderbird F-4Es form up ol he wingtip of a KC-135 tanker in 1969. One of the things that 

ined on T-Bird F- the inflight refueling capabilly. The near aircraft is Thunderbird 
ji aircraft, which wears the blackened tail proudly lo show he held his position in the 
lead airplane. (Hugh Muir) 


(Clockwise from above) Мебоппей-О‹ 
White and Light and Medium Blue. On à 

flags of every nation that was then flying Ihe. 
Turkey. (McA) 


Thunderbird F-4Es were painte 
on the tal; and a Blue nun 
iboard) Red, White, and Blue. 


in thirteen Blu 
was a flag pan 


irplane was del 
ed to th 


vered in the new 
ube of Korea Air 


MCDONNELL. 


An Bist Tactical Fighter Squadron F-4E Phantom Il aircraft releasing eighteen MK 82 500-pound bombs over the Bardenas Reales Gunnery Range, 19905. 
(USAF photo by Staff Sgt David Nolan) 


